
 

 
 

VCCJA 18th Annual Training Conference 

November 5-7, 2014 

Hyatt Dulles Conference Center 

Herndon, Virginia 

Northern Lights: 

“Our Future is Bright” 



 

 
 Wednesday,  November 5 

11:00am –4:30pm 
Registration 

1:00 pm-2:30 pm 
A Sovereign Citizen: What is That? 

Paul Hodos 
“Sovereign citizen” is a general term referring to a 
variety of anti-government individuals and groups 
who share some common beliefs and 
behaviors.  These views include the concept that the 
existing American governmental structure, including 
the courts and law enforcement, is a fraud and that 
the Sovereign citizens retain an individual common 
law identity exempting them from the authority of 
those fraudulent government institutions.  Sovereign 
citizens may issue their own driver’s licenses and 
vehicle tags, create and file their own liens against 
government officials who cross them, question judges 
about the validity of their oaths, challenge the 
applicability of laws to them and, in extreme cases, 
resort to violence to protect their imagined 
rights.  Participants will learn how to effectively deal 
with this population. 

 Victims of Exploitation 
Deepa Patel 

The commercial sexual exploitation of individuals has 
dramatically increased in recent years. These victims 
are often not identified or they are misdiagnosed.  
Traffickers have become accustomed to exploiting 
individuals for their own financial motive at any cost. 
This presentation will provide an understanding of 
commercial sexual exploitation, risk factors and tools 
that can be utilized to better understand and work 
with these victims.  
 

Social Networking: What You Need to Know 
Robby Holland 

This workshop will provide understanding on how 
social networking sites work, as well as review the 
history and popularity of this type of 
communication.  As a result of social networking 
popularity, the presenter will discuss how sexual 
predators are targeting children and provide safety 
tips on how users can protect themselves.  

 

3:00 pm –4:30 pm 
Servant Leadership 

Justice Mims 
This workshop will discuss servant leadership, 
including the strengths of humility, the principles of 
empathy and the importance of communication.  
Participants will gain a better understanding how 
their leadership role impacts others. 

 
 

Community Drug Early Warning System/ 
Maryland Community Services Locator 

Eric Walsh and Eleanor Artigiani 
This workshop will focus on two key resources now 
available.   The CDEWS can be utilized by staff to help  
us identify new drugs being used in our respective 
areas and population. Recent results from Virginia, 
Maryland and D.C. will be covered. The MCSL is a 
searchable online directory providing users with 
access to maps, driving directions, contact 
information and program details for over 9,000 
services in twenty-four different categories. This 
locator can be developed in both fully functional 
public and secure version for use by inmates inside 
correctional facilities.   
 

 
 
 

Gangs in Northern Virginia: 
Trends and Behavior 

The workshop will identify known gangs in the NOVA 
area and provide a brief background on the identified 
gangs, including their common behaviors and various 
ways to recognize potential gang activity.  The 
workshop will also discuss patterns pertaining to 
violence by gang members,  as well as the growing 
number of acts committed by those affiliated with 
gangs. 
 
 
 

 
 

7:00pm-9:00 pm 
Taste of Culture Event 

Back by popular demand, The Cultural Awareness 
Committee will prepare and provide various cultural 
food dishes from around the world for your 
enjoyment.  Join us in the hospitality suite and 
experience the multiple tastes that different  cultures 
have to offer.   

Wednesday, November 5 

**Vendors** 

Our loyal vendors will be back and  we will also be 
hosting local artisans. Stop by to see some of the 
unique products they have to offer. They will be set 
up in the conference area.  Don’t forget to pick up 
your door prize stickers from each vendor to be 
eligible  to win some great items provided from 
across the State.  



 

 
 

8:30 am-9:30 am 
Annual Business  Meeting 

9:45 am -10:00 am 
Introduction and Welcome 

VCCJA President Steve Austin 
10:00 am –12:00 pm 

Plenary Session :  
Signature Neckties, a Contagious Smile, and a Strong 

Handshake  
Hugh Gouldthorpe is a talented motivational 
speaker, writer, and teacher in customer service, 
leadership, teamwork, attitude and accomplishment, 
achieving excellence, change, and 
communication.   Mr Gouldthorpe spent his 45-year 
business career working with two Fortune 500 
companies.  He focuses on putting people first and 
helping them succeed.  This session promises to be 
insightful, humorous, and motivating as Mr. 
Gouldthorpe shares his expertise on communication, 
change, and achieving excellence both in your 
professional and personal life. 

Thursday, November 6  

3:30 pm –5:00 pm 

Prescription Drug Abuse: 

Lawful Prescribing and Prevention of Diversion 

Adrienne Baker 

Participants will get a national overview of the abuse 
of prescription drugs, an understanding of the 
Controlled Substance Act as it applies to prescription 
controlled substances and a description of related 
prescription drug crimes and their victims.  Case 
examples will be used throughout the workshop.  
Investigating inappropriate prescribing practices will 
also be discussed, utilizing actual examples of such 
activity.  

 

Personalizing and Understanding Mental Illness  

Dean Barker 

Participants will engage in an exercise where 
auditory hallucinations are simulated and face the  
simple challenges of persons with mental illness who 
cannot simply “quit” the exercise.  A brief overview 
of specific and more serious forms of other mental 
illnesses will follow.  

 

Could There Be Happiness in Today’s Workplace? 

Suzy Owens 

Happiness in the workplace…..does it exist? This 
workshop explores the paradigm:  hard work equals 
success, versus the new workplace happiness 
formula backed by current research in the field of 
positive psychology.  Additionally, this workshop will 
cover common stress reactions and improved coping 
techniques for developing optimism in all areas of 
our lives.   

5:30 pm-6:30pm 

Zumba 

“Zumba Manny” is back with his high energy fusion of 
exotic music such as salsa, samba and calypso 
combined with resistance training to sculpt and tone 
your body.  Bring a bottle of water and be ready to 
have fun while getting into shape.  

8:00 pm -  11:00pm 

VCCJA Networking Event 
 

Join your colleagues for a night of networking and 
fun.  Our annual social event will be held at the 
conference site and promises to be an evening to 
remember.   

Thursday, November 6 

1:30 pm –3:00 pm 
Prescription Drug Abuse 

Adrienne Baker 
This workshop will provide a review of the most 
commonly used prescription drugs. Street names, 
methods of abuse and current street prices will be 
discussed.  Each student will receive an abused drugs 
pharmaceutical card as a reference.   

EBP Implementation Assessment Results 
Michelle White/Tara Kunkel 

The National Center for State Courts will review and 
discuss the findings from the state-wide EBP 
Implementation Survey that was conducted last year.  
Attendees will have the opportunity to hear 
assessment results on staff stress levels, 
relationships with the courts and treatment 
providers and what our stakeholders had to say 
about our services.   

What’s Gender Got to Do With It?? 
Dr. Kristen Devall and Keadra Young 

Community Corrections professionals play a key role 
in the facilitation of the recovery process. Research 
supports the assertion that men and women involved 
in the criminal justice system are very different in 
terms of risk and protective factors that influence the 
recovery process. Participants will learn strategies 
for addressing these risk factors and how to 
incorporate research findings into their everyday 
practice through a hands on case study.  
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8:30 am-10:00 am 
Wounded Warriors 

Caleb Johnson 
 
The Virginia Wounded Warrior Program is a 
legislatively mandated program operated by the 
Virginia Department of Veterans Services to serve 
Virginia veterans & their families of all service 
branches, war eras, regardless of discharge status. 
Our presentation will give an overview of military 
culture, PTSD & TBI as background for understanding 
the current involvement of veterans in the criminal 
justice system. We will discuss the relationship of 
PTSD to substance abuse and other trends in combat 
veteran’s involvement with the justice system. In 
conclusion, we will provide information on possible 
diversion/treatment options and other re-entry 
services for veterans in Virginia. 

 
Animal Abuse IS Family Abuse: 

Loudoun County’s Stop Abuse and Violence Effort 
Chris Brosan 

The SAVE Workshop will provide attendees with a 
comprehensive understanding of the dynamic connection 
between animal abuse and the cycle of violence with focus 
on the role animal welfare organizations play as a 
resource to victims of domestic & societal violence.  
Participants will receive tips to promote community 
collaboration and communication to stall the cycle of 
violence by promoting early intervention, education and 
enforcement.   
 

Workplace Diversity 
Mauricio Valesquez 

Understanding and embracing diversity in the workplace 
is important to a harmonious work environment.  A 
workable and applicable definition of workplace will be 
presented and explored.  Participants will gain a better 
understanding of how diversity can affect workplace 
relationships, employee engagement and productivity.  A 
self-assessment tool will be explained to help us better 
understand ourselves.  Come prepared to see your “blind 
spots”.  This will be an energetic and interactive 
workshop.  

10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

 

Re-Entry: Panel Discussion 
Federal Bonding and Restoration of Rights 

Community Corrections personnel are often involved 
in helping their clients obtain and hold steady 
employment. However, this is not always an easy 
task.  Job applicants  with criminal records and 
probation obligations can been viewed as risky hires.  
This is stigma that is difficult to overcome.  This 
workshop will provide an overview of the Virginia 
Bonding Program which provides bonds of up to 
$5,000 for clients seeking work.  These bonds allow 
employers some piece of mind when hiring criminal 
offenders.  

 
The “New Norm” and Pretrial Supervision 

Brian Brittain 
 

The vision of the “New Norm” explores what a pretrial 
justice system should look like to make risk-informed 
decisions that enhance public safety, maintain the integrity 
of the judicial process and reduce unnecessary pretrial jail 
detention.  The challenge facing Virginia is how to become 
a risk-informed pretrial justice system—one where 
judicial officers are using risk assessment as the 
foundation for all decisions related to granting bail. 
Pretrial perspectives will offer a national view with a 
comparative review of the Virginia initiatives. 

 

 

Toxic Employees 

Mauricio Valesquez 

What is a toxic employee and what is a toxic workplace 
and how do we deal with these issues individually and 
organizationally?  Participants will learn to build a toxic 
employee skill kit to deploy when they face these issues.  
This workshop will be highly interactive and participant 
focused.    

Friday, November 7 

12:00 pm-1:30 pm 

VCCJA Awards Luncheon 

Join us for lunch as we celebrate and honor colleagues 
who have displayed exemplary service in the field of 
Community Corrections and Pretrial. VCCJA election 
results will be announced.  This luncheon is always a lot of 
fun  and a great chance to network with your colleagues.    

Friday, November 7 

http://dulles.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?overlay=true


 

 
 

Early Registration: To be eligible for the discounted rate, forms must be postmarked by 10/22/14 

 $150 for VCCJA Members/$175 for Non-Member 

$75 Daily Rate 

 Registration after 10/22/14 

 $175 for VCCJA Members/$200 for Non-Member 

$85 Daily Rate 

Your registration fee allows you access to countless workshops and events including luncheons and other networking 
opportunities.       

Please complete the attached registration form: Checks should be made payable to the V.C.C.J.A. Forward payment and 
registration forms to: 

ATTN: Denise Waff  

Chesterfield Community Corrections Services P.O. Box 40 Chesterfield, VA 23832  

 While cancellations are not accepted, substitutions of participants will be accepted by the Registration Coordinator,              
Denise Waff at 804-318-8232.   

Our annual conference is being held at the trendy Hyatt Dulles Conference Center in Herndon, Virginia.  

Please see their website for more details: www.dulles.hyatt.com 

Due to high demand ,our room block at the conference center is filled.  

Therefore, we have arranged for overflow accommodations at Hyatt Place directly across from the conference site. 

They have agreed to honor the discounted rate of $129 per night for our guests.. 

Please contact them for reservations at  571– 643-0905 or www.dullesairporteast.place.hyatt.com 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Agency:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

               _____________________________________________________________________________ 

      City                                                 State                                                  Zip 

Phone: _____________________________  Fax:_______________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________ 

VCCJA Member: (Circle One):     YES           NO 

   Early Bird Registration (Postmarked by  10/22/14) 

                ______                  Members:                             $150 

                ______                 Non-Members:                     $175 

                                                                                   ______                 Daily Rate                              $75                                                                  

      Late Registration (Postmarked after 10/22/14) 

              ______                    Members:                             $175 

              ______                    Non-Members:                     $200 

                                                                                 ______                    Daily Rate                              $85 

     Please indicate any special dietary needs below 

      ______________________________________________________ 

 

Conference Registration Information 


